
The Gensicke Farms, Linn County, Iowa  1 

 
 

The Gensicke Farms, Linn County, Iowa 
 

In 1903, F.H. (Henry1) and Hannah Gensicke and their family moved to a farm in 

Linn County.  The Gensickes would go on to acquire three more farms and a 

number of in-town lots in and around Cedar Rapids, although by the end of the 

Great Depression only one of the farms remained in Gensicke hands. 

 

In 1903, F.H. “Henry1” and Hannah Gensicke and their family moved to a recently acquired farm 

in Linn County, Iowa.  Henry1 immediately began acquiring more farmland.  By the time he died 

in 1929, the Gensickes owned four sizeable farms, with his sons Henry2, Eldred and Everett 

managing three of them. 

 

The Gensickes didn’t just buy farms, however.  They bought and sold a number of lots scattered 

around the growing city of Cedar Rapids.  This started before they moved to Linn County, 

although there were more such transactions after Henry1 retired from day-to-day farming. 

 

They also platted an area of 46 housing lots using 100 acres of land taken from one of their farms.  

However, this effort was only marginally successful, as several of the lots remained unsold when 

Henry1 died. 

 

In December 1929, Henry1 Gensicke committed suicide.  In family lore, it had been suggested 

that he had gotten himself into financial trouble at the start of what became the Great 

Depression.  But in spite of some threatened tax sales because of overdue taxes, the Gensickes 

held onto much of this land through most of the 1930s.   

 

However, by the late 1930s, only son Henry2 was still farming in the area, having taken ownership 

of his farm several years earlier.  Both Eldred and Everett left the county, the bank sold off the 

last of the farmland that Hannah had owned, and the last two housing lots she is known to have 

owned were sold in 1939. 
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Research Notes 

My primary sources for information about the Gensickes’ land holdings in Linn County are 

historical plat maps (1895, 1914, 1921, 1930, 1938) and news reporting of real estate transactions 

found in the Cedar Rapids Gazette Archives. 

 

The news coverage is somewhat incomplete when it comes to the transactions.  Where it is 

complete, spelling errors and errors in indexing can trip up the archives’ search engine. 

 

A number of the transactions appear to suggest that a property was bought or sold for “$1 and 

valuable considerations”.  The transaction reporting actually covers deed transfers, and this is 

standard legal language.  A land transfer contract actually requires that there was something 

valuable traded in exchange for the land, or it is not a valid contract. 

 

The transaction details are actually captured in the purchase agreements, which are not generally 

available here.  Typically, the “valuable consideration” is money, i.e., most real estate is bought 

or sold in exchange for money.  However, other things may be used in addition to or instead of 

money, such as a land trade.  Transfers of land as gifts of course rarely involve money. 

 

Townships are generally six-mile by six-mile squares and are identified by rows and columns, 

called tiers and ranges that are numbered from some baseline point.  These townships are 

divided into one-square-mile sections numbered from 1 to 36.  Each of these sections includes 

640 acres.  Section land was often sold in ¼ and ½ sub-sections or sub-sections of sub-sections, 

although it wasn’t limited to these fractions. 

 

Townships as governing units are generally named.  Their boundaries might vary from the 

standard square shape, often to conform to natural boundaries such as the Cedar River or to 

account for a city’s annexation of adjacent lands, as often happened around the growing city of 

Cedar Rapids.  As a result, a piece of land may end up in different townships at different times, 

although tier and range numbers stayed the same. 

 

When land is annexed into a city, it becomes a named addition, and it is eventually platted, i.e., 

divided into one or more lots.  Lots are typically numbered from 1 to the number of lots.  Some 

plats include more than one block, and lots in this case are typically numbered by block number 

and then by lot number on that block.  Lots and combinations of lots may be re-platted, i.e., new 

lot boundaries are drawn, and blocks and lots are renumbered. 

 

Part of the Gensickes’ Fairfield Farm over time was included in three different townships.  After 

it was annexed into Cedar Rapids and platted, parts of it have been re-platted.  This complicates 

the task of tracking the history of a particular farm. 
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Sunny Dale Farm 

In 1903, the Gensickes bought a farm just west of Cedar Rapids in Linn County, Iowa, and took 

possession in March.  By 1907, the farm included 160 acres in Clinton Township Section 26 and 

80 adjacent acres in Section 27.  It appears that they bought the Section 26 land from Adelbert 

and Hattie Smith, but transaction details are unknown. 

 

 
The Gensickes bought a farm just west of Cedar Rapids in 1903.  By 1907 it consisted of 240 

acres in Sections 26 and 27 of Clinton Township, Linn County, Iowa along the road known then 

as the Atkins Road, later the Red Ball Road and Vinton Road, and today’s E Ave NW. 

 

This was the origin of what became known as Sunny Dale Farm.  In December 1907, the Gensickes 

sold 40 acres in Section 27 to Joseph Shenka and his wife for $4,550.  In March 1920, they sold 

the remaining 40 acres in Section 27 to neighbor Henry Usher for $14,000.  The remaining quarter 

section in Section 26 continued intact as Sunny Dale Farm until after grandson Robert Gensicke 

retired from the dairy business after a 1955 fire. 
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The 160-acre Gensicke Sunny Dale Farm after 1920. 

 

  
The farm, on E Avenue NW, was named Sunny Dale Farm.  Sunny Dale Farm in winter (right). 

 

Even as the Gensickes were settling into life on this farm, Henry1 Gensicke started buying land 

that would become part of a second farm.  In 1908, Henry1, Hannah and their three youngest 

children – Eldred, Esther and Everett – moved to the second farm.  Nineteen-year-old son Henry2 

and seventeen-year-old daughter Carrie were left at Sunny Dale to work the land.  Oldest child 

Edna left the farm that year when she married Charles Henry Stark.  Farm equipment was pooled 

between the two farms. 
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Carrie married James Wiley and left the farm to move to Blairstown.  This effectively became 

Henry2’s farm at this point, although his father owned the farm into the early 1920s.  Henry2 was 

identified as the owner in a 1922 news article.  Henry2 married Lillian Armstrong in 1916, and 

Lillian moved onto the farm.  The farm was in Lillian Gensicke’s name on the 1930 plat map.   

 

Comment:  Transferring land ownership into the wife’s name was sometimes done to 

protect both the wife and the land from the husband’s debts. 

 

 
Henry2 and Lillian Gensicke’s dairy operation, Cedar Rapids Gazette, August 31, 1922 

 

Henry2 began focusing the farm as a dairy operation, and specifically focused on Guernsey cattle.  

Between the breed and his approach to raising cattle, he was routinely cited has having some of 

the most productive dairy cattle in the county. 
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Henry2 and Lillian had five kids, all of whom were involved in the operations.  Sons Robert and 

Hugo joined their father as H.F. Gensicke & Sons.  Hugo was drafted into the Army in 1941.  Robert 

remained at home during World War II and became the dairy operation’s manager. 

 

After graduating from herdsman courses at Iowa State College, Robert started Sunny Dale Dairy 

in 1938 when he was 21.  He married Jesselyn Gumprecht in 1947.  They soon moved into a house 

in town on Johnson Avenue, although he continued to manage the dairy.  His father retired from 

farm work in 1949. 

 

In early December 1955, a short in electrical wiring resulted in a fire that destroyed the dairy’s 

small, one-story building used as its milk-bottling plant.  The dairy barn and other buildings on 

the farm were untouched, but this apparently was enough to bring an end to Sunny Dale Dairy 

at a time when industry changes were making it harder for small dairy operations to complete. 

 

In 1956, Robert was working as a realtor for Dishong & Clymer Realtors where he specialized in 

farm sales. 

 

 
Sunny Dale Farm milk bottle 
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Fire destroys Sunny Dale Dairy milk-bottling plant, Cedar Rapids Gazette, December 5, 1955 

 

Henry2 and Lillian continued to live in their home on the farm, but after the fire, parts of the farm 

were sold off to become part of Cedar Hills, a new subdivision that Del Webb Construction began 

building in the area in 1956.  Ninety acres of the farm were annexed into Cedar Rapids in 1959 to 

facilitate its inclusion in the Cedar Hills development. 

 



The Gensicke Farms, Linn County, Iowa  8 

 
Cedar Hills development is announced, Cedar Rapids Gazette, March 22, 1956 

 

 
Aerial view of what was the 240-acre Gensicke farm in 1907 (approximate, red lines); the 

Gensicke house and farmstead buildings still stand in 2023 (red arrow);  a park, a church and a 

number of suburban houses fill the rest of the land, Google Satellite, 2023 
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Henry2 and Lillian moved to 1403 Ellis Blvd, although they continued to own what was left of 

Sunny Dale Farm.  After celebrating their 50th anniversary with a family reunion at Sunny Dale 

Farm in early 1966, the Gensicke’s apparently sold the remainder of the farm. 

 

What survives of Sunny Dale Farm today stands at 6001 E Ave NW. 

 

 
Sunny Dale Farm, 1993 

 

 
Sunny Dale Farm, 1993 
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Sunny Dale Farm, 2015 

 

 
Sunny Dale Farm, 2010; the white fence surrounds land sold off after 1993 

 

 
Sunny Dale Farm, 2010 
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The farm was covered with scattered granite stones when the Gensickes moved here; Henry1 

Gensicke located, blasted and collected the rock into piles.  Some of these were used to 

construct and decorate buildings on the farm.  Others were sold and used in projects around 

Cedar Rapids including a fountain built in Greene Square in 1910. 

 

Related news from the Cedar Rapids Gazette Archives: 

 

• 1907-12-11:  F.H. Gensicke sells 83-8 Section 27, w ½ n ½ ne ¼ to Joseph Shenka and his 

wife for $4,550 

 

• 1920-3-6:  F.H. and Hannah Gensicke sell 83-8 Section 27, ne ¼ ne ¼ to Henry Usher for 

$14,000. 

 

• 1937-5-30:  H.J. Cousins transferred 83-8 Section 26 nw ¼ to Henry2 and Lillian Gensicke 

for a mortgage of $10,000.  This land is the 160 acres heart of Sunny Dale Farm.  It was 

not clear from the article whether the Gensickes simply took out a new mortgage on the 

land, but Sunny Dale Dairy was started in 1938, so I suspect that this was to raise money 

to support the new business venture. 

 

Research Notes 

Both the family and the newspaper are inconsistent as to whether it was “Sunny Dale” or 

“Sunnydale”.  I use “Sunny Dale” because it appears most often. 
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Fairfield Farm 

In July 1903, Henry1 Gensicke purchased the Bunger 80, an 80-acre farm about five miles away in 

the southeast corner of Clinton Township, lying on the west side of today’s Edgewood Road. 

 

In 1907, Henry1 Gensicke bought a 160-acre farm from Catharine Baerthel.  This farm was in the 

southwest corner of then-Cedar Township, immediately across the road to the east of the Bunger 

80.  Henry1 combined the two farms into one, what they would call the Fairfield Farm. 

 

 
The Gensickes’ Fairfield Farm combined the Burger 80 and Baerthel Farms into a 240-acre farm 

that straddled today’s Edgewood Road to the south of 23rd (Wilson) Avenue.  It included two 

houses, two orchards and assorted farm buildings from the two homesteads. 

 

As mentioned above, in 1908, Henry1, Hannah and their three youngest children – Eldred, Esther 

and Everett – moved to this farm, leaving son Henry2 and daughter Carrie to work Sunny Dale 

Farm.  Because two farms were combined into one, there were ample farm buildings and two 

houses on Fairfield Farm.  The Gensickes moved into the house on the east side of the road.  The 

westside house was a perk offered to married farmhands that the Gensickes hired. 
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The Henry1 and Hannah Gensicke home from 1908 to 1917 on Fairfield Farm.  When the 

Gensickes moved into their retirement residence, son Eldred continued to live here with his own 

family while he managed Fairfield Farm. 

 

 
Henry1 Gensicke and his son Eldred plow a field at the Fairfield Farm, with the house, barns and 

outbuildings in the background, as seen looking southwesterly from near 23rd (Wilson) Avenue. 
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Everett Gensicke plows a field at Fairfield Farm with his team of horses, Goldie and Queen. 

 

As son Eldred reached the age where he could manage Fairfield Farm, Henry1 retired from 

farming and focused more on real estate trading.  He also began platting what would eventually 

be 100 acres of Fairfield Farm east of today’s Edgewood Road into 46 lots, what he called Fairfield 

Gardens.  This would reduce Fairfield Farm to 140 acres – 80 acres west of today’s Edgewood 

Road and 60 acres east of the road.  Henry1 and Hannah built a retirement residence for 

themselves on one of the Fairfield Gardens lots, and moved into that house in 1917. 

 

In late 1929, Henry1 transferred ownership of Fairfield Farm east of today’s Edgewood Road and 

a number of unsold Fairfield Gardens lots to wife Hannah.  (The 1930 plat map and subsequent 

news articles suggest that he also transferred ownership of Fairfield Farm west of today’s 

Edgewood Road to Hannah.)  Henry1 committed suicide a couple weeks later. 
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The original Fairfield Farm included 240 acres (red line).  By 1930, 100 acres had been platted 

into 46 lots called Fairfield Gardens (green line), leaving Fairfield Farm with 140 acres, now in 

Hannah Gensicke’s name.  The Gensickes’ retirement residence was built on Fairfield Gardens 

lot 21 (red arrow).  Son Eldred Gensicke and his family were living in the family home on Fairfield 

Farm (blue arrow).  The road across the middle is today’s Wilson Avenue.  The road up the 

middle is today’s Edgewood Road. 

 

Eldred apparently rented the 140-acre Fairfield Farm from his mother until he decided to retire 

from farming in 1935.  After selling off his livestock, equipment and grain, he moved into town 

that year to work as a salesman, and then moved to California by 1937.  In 1936, Hannah sold 

what had been the Bunger 80 to Wencil and Tillie Trachta, reducing the Gensicke-owned Fairfield 

Farm to just 60 acres. 
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Eldred Gensicke quits farming, Cedar Rapids Gazette, February 17, 1935 

 

 
Hannah Gensicke sells the old Bunger 80 part of Fairfield Farm, Cedar Rapids Gazette, July 25, 

1936 
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Although the county threatened to sell Fairfield Farm a couple times during the Depression due 

to unpaid taxes, the remainder of Fairfield Farm remained in Gensicke hands until the family put 

it up for sale.  At this point, the farm was advertised as having 90 acres.  Twelve unsold Fairfield 

Gardens lots (lots 27-38) totaling 30 acres had been combined with the 60-acre farm resulting in 

a 90-acre farm.  It appears that People Savings Bank ended up with the farm, however, as it was 

the bank that sold the farm in early 1939. 

 

  
The Gensickes put the remaining 90 acres of Fairfield Farm up for sale, Cedar Rapids Gazette, 

November 24, 1938 (left); Peoples Savings Bank sells the remaining 90 acres of Fairfield Farm, 

Cedar Rapids Gazette, February 3, 1939 

 

Comment:  At the time her husband transferred ownership of Fairfield Farm to Hannah, 

she owned the farm free and clear, and she would have benefited from the 1936 sale of 

part of the farm.  So how did the bank end up selling the farm in 1939?  Between taxes 

and general living and maintenance expenses for Fairfield Farm and the need to keep up 

with taxes and mortgage payments for two other farms that were part of her husband’s 

estate, and I suspect that Hannah at some point borrowed against Fairfield Farm. 

 

In the 1970s, what had been the Bunger 80 became home to Westdale Mall.  What had been the 

old Baerthel Farm now features restaurants and retail across Edgewood Road from the mall and 

a residential neighborhood centered on Van Buren Elementary School and Van Buren Park. 
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Aerial view of the lands that were once part of Fairfield Farm (approximate boundary in red), 

Google Satellite, 2023 

 

Related news from the Cedar Rapids Gazette Archives: 

 

• 1903-07-02:  F.H. Gensicke buys 83-8 Section 36, e ½ se ¼, a.k.a. the Bunger 80, from Eliza 

C. Hale Bunger for $8,000, including a $1,532.05 mortgage. 

 

• 1903-11-07:  F.H. Gensicke advertises the Bunger 80 for rent for the winter months. 

 

• 1906-07-07:  F.H. Gensicke advertises the Bunger 80 for rent. 

 

• 1907-03-22:  F.H. Gensicke buys 83-7 Section 31, sw ¼ from Catharine Baerthel for 

$20,480.  The Bunger 80 and Baerthel Farm were then combined into a single farm, what 

the Gensickes called the Fairfield Farm. 

 

• 1929-1-26:  The taxes assessed on the 80 acres of Fairfield Farm west of today’s Edgewood 

Road totaled $63.81. 

 

• 1929-1-26:  The taxes assessed on the approximately 61 acres of Fairfield Farm east of 

today’s Edgewood Road totaled $51.81. 
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• 1929-12-3:  F.H. Gensicke gifted to his wife Hannah the portion of Fairfield Farms east of 

today’s Edgewood Road as part of a transaction that also included several Fairfield 

Gardens lots for $1 and natural love and affection.  This may have been done to protect 

Hannah from his debts, something that was litigated in Lacock vs. Gensicke in the 1930s. 

 

• 1934-8-20:  Hannah Gensicke sold less than three acres of the part of Fairfield Farm west 

of today’s Edgewood Road to the Iowa State Highway Commission for $850. 

 

• 1934-12-22:  The county threatened to sell the Fairfield Farm over $418.59 in unpaid 

taxes. 

 

• 1935-2-19:  Eldred Gensicke decided to quit farming.  He hosted a close-out auction at 

Fairfield Farm to sell his horses, cattle, sheep, farm machinery and some corn. 

 

• 1936-6-15:  Hannah Gensicke sells the part of Fairfield Farm west of today’s Edgewood 

Road to Wencil and Tillie Trachta for $1 and valuable consideration.  This ended 33 years 

of Gensicke ownership of this land.  In the 1970s, the Westdale Shopping Mall was 

developed primarily on this land. 

 

• 1937-11-20:  The county threatened to sell the remaining portion of Fairfield Farm (the 

part east of today’s Edgewood Road) over $72.73 in unpaid taxes. 

 

• 1938-11-24:  Henry2 Gensicke placed an ad offering a 90-acre farm on today’s Edgewood 

Road for sale.  This included a 9-room house, dairy barn, corn crib, silo, chicken house, 

milk house, machine shed and double garage.  The ad said that the farm adjoined Fairfield 

Gardens.  This farm combined Hannah Gensicke’s 60 acre share of Fairfield Farm and most 

of her unsold lots in Fairfield Gardens. 

 

• 1939-2-3:  Peoples Savings Bank sold what was described as the 90-acre Gensicke Farm 

to Frank Bellon for $10,500.  This was the part of Fairfield Farm that was east of today’s 

Edgewood Road that Henry2 Gensicke put up for sale a few months earlier.  That it was 

the bank that sold the farm suggests that the Gensickes lost the farm to the bank.   
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Fairfield Gardens and the Gensicke Retirement Residence 

In 1915, Henry1 Gensicke took 100 acres of the 160-acre quarter section of Fairfield Farm east of 

today’s Edgewood Road and began platting it into 46 “garden farm” lots that ranged from about 

one to five (later two and one-half) acres each.  He named this Fairfield Gardens.  This left Fairfield 

Farm with about 140 acres, sixty in this quarter section and eighty on the west side of today’s 

Edgewood Road.  (Acres are approximate as some land was sold for road use.) 

 

 
Fairfield Gardens lots boundaries (red) are imposed on a current plat map.  Several of the 

original lots were combined and/or re-platted in the years since the Gensickes sold this land 

(boundary lines for lots 27-38 are educated guesses, but these lots added up to 30 acres).  The 

Gensicke retirement residence was built on lot 21 (red arrow) where it still stands. 
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Advertising for Fairfield Garden lots was underway in early 1915 before they went on sale on 

May 1 of that year.  Cedar Rapids Gazette, April 17, 1915 

 

Fairfield Gardens was heavily advertised through 1915, but apparently there were few sales.  

Advertising was pulled for much of 1916, returning late that year with a different realtor.  As of 

January 1917, only four lots had been sold. 
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The easternmost 40 acres were initially platted into lots 1 through 21.  Eventually, 100 acres 

were platted into 46 lots.  Cedar Rapids Gazette, January 13, 1917 
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In 1917, Henry1 and Hannah Gensicke built their retirement home on lot 21, now 2721 Wilson 

Avenue SW. 

 

 
In 1917, the Gensickes built their “retirement residence” on 23rd Avenue, today’s Wilson Avenue, 

on lot 21 in Fairfield Gardens.  The granite stones on the front of the house came from Sunny 

Dale Farm.  Some Fairfield Farm land can be seen in the background.  Although Henry1 and 

Hannah Gensicke moved into the house on Bear Farm in the late 1920s, this house remained in 

the family into the 1930s.  Hannah may have moved back here by 1932 as she was no longer 

shown as living with Everett on the Bear Farm. 
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Inside the Gensickes’  

23rd (Wilson) Avenue residence, 1918 
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The Gensicke retirement resident more recently, at 2721 Wilson Avenue SW. 

 

By the end of 1917, the Gensickes had sold 10 Fairfield Gardens lots, and theirs was one of two 

houses that had been built.  Henry1 Gensicke switched to a third realtor in 1923, but that was the 

last year Fairfield Gardens lots were advertised in the Cedar Rapids Gazette. 

 

Some lots did sell over the rest of the decade, but by 1929 the Gensickes still owned 16 of the 46 

lots, in addition to the one where their retirement residence stood. 

 

In early December 1929, Henry1 gave Hannah ownership of the 60 acres of Fairfield Farm in this 

quarter section along with lots 10, 11, and 27 to 38.  It is possible that he did this to provide 

Hannah with assets that were protected from his debts, as he committed suicide less than two 

weeks later. 

 

It took several years to settle his estate in no small part because of litigation over a real estate 

deal that Henry1 had made less than two months before he died.   In spite of threatened tax sales 

of some or all of these properties, Hannah held onto them until after the litigation was resolved. 

 

The Hannah-owned farmland and undeveloped lots 27 to 38 were combined into a 90-acre farm 

and offered for sale in late 1938.  But this may not have been done in time to avoid bank 

foreclosure on the land, as it was the Peoples Savings Bank that actually sold the farm in 1939. 
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Lots 10 and 11 were sold in 1939.  As I have not found evidence that the Gensicke retirement 

residence was still in the family at this time, this sale apparently ended the Gensicke’s ownership 

of lands that were once part of Fairfield Farm and Fairfield Gardens. 

 

 
The F.H. Gensicke Estate sells the last of its Fairfield Gardens lots, Cedar Rapids Gazette, August 

21, 1939 

 

In the years since then, much of the land in what was Fairfield Gardens has been re-platted into 

smaller properties and used to provide the land for Van Buren Elementary School and Van Buren 

Park. 

 

The Gensicke retirement residence on lot 21 still stands, the last surviving visible evidence from 

when the Gensickes owned Fairfield Farm. 

 

Related news from the Cedar Rapids Gazette Archives: 

 

• 1917-1-13:  During the winter of 1916-1917, Henry1 Gensicke took 100 acres of the 

portion of Fairfield Farm east of today’s Edgewood Road and platted them into 46 lots 

ranging from one to two and one-half acres.  In the beginning of 1917, he began selling 

these as garden farms in Fairfield Gardens, with land selling for between $360 and $800 

per acre.  Over time, more of this portion of Fairfield Farm shifted into Fairfield Gardens 

and the Auditor’s Plats 100 and 103, leaving the east portion of Fairfield Farm with about 

60 acres more or less. 

 

• 1917-01-13:  Four lots in Fairfield Gardens have been sold. 

 

• 1917-04-27:  W. Bishop purchased lots 14 and 15 in Fairfield Gardens.  Remaining lots are 

priced at $600 to $1,700 per lot. 

 

• 1917-04-27:  Henry1 Gensicke announces plans to build a house this year on lot 21 in 

Fairfield Gardens.  This would have been the Gensicke retirement residence, a.k.a. the 

Wilson Avenue house. 
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• 1917-12-24:  Henry1 and Hannah Gensicke sell 83-7 Section 31, lots 1 and 2, and n ½ of 

lot 3 irregularly surveyed in the sw ¼ of the section.  (The Gensickes owned the sw quarter 

section of township 83-7.) 

 

• 1918-02-28:  10 lots in Fairfield Gardens have been sold, and two homes have been built. 

 

• 1919-6-2:  Unsold lots at Fairfield Gardens are now priced at $1,120 to $1,875 per lot. 

 

• 1919-9-17:  Henry1 and Hannah Gensicke sell Auditor’s Plat 100, Lot 23 to C.S. Ogilvie for 

$1 and valuable consideration.  (Fairfield Gardens were eventually part of Auditor’s Plat 

100 and Auditor’s Plat 143.) 

 

• 1922-11-21:  F.H. and Hannah Gensicke sell 83-7 ne ¼ sw ¼ Section 31, southern 250 feet 

of Lot 3 and all of Lot 4 to John and Mary Stechom for $1 and valuable consideration. 

 

• 1925-5-2:  F.H. and Hannah Gensicke sell Auditor’s Plat 143, Lot 40 to Hobson Kauffman 

for $1 and valuable consideration. 

 

• 1926-3-25:  F.H. and Hannah Gensicke sell 83-7 Section 31, e ½ sw ¼ lots 12 and 13 to V.H. 

Payn for $1 and valuable consideration. 

 

• 1929-1-26:  The taxes assessed on several undeveloped Fairfield Gardens lots totaled  less 

than $14, just  $0.77 to $0.96 per lot.  These lots included Lots 10, 11, 27, 28, 29 30, 31, 

32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37 and 38. 

 

• 1929-1-26:  The taxes also assessed on more Fairfield Gardens lot,  $1.53 for the 2-acre 

Lot 44. 

 

• 1929-9-30:  Kingsley Construction Co. transferred the north 300 feet of lot 46 in Auditor’s 

Plat 143 to F.H. Gensicke for $1.   

 

• 1929-12-3:  F.H. Gensicke gifted to his wife Hannah several Fairfield Gardens lots for $1 

and natural love and affection.  This included lots 10, 11 and 27 through 38.  This was part 

of transaction that also included the portion of Fairfield Farms east of today’s Edgewood 

Road.  This may have been done to protect Hannah from his debts, something that was 

litigated in Lacock vs. Gensicke in the 1930s. 

 

• 1931-11-28:  The county threatened to sell the following Gensicke properties for $7.62 in 

unpaid taxes:  Fairfield Gardens lots 10 and 11. 
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• 1934-12-22:  The county threatened to sell the following Gensicke properties for $62.24 

in unpaid taxes:  Fairfield Gardens lots 27 through 38. 

 

• 1937-11-20:  The county threatened to sell the following Gensicke properties for $42.50 

in unpaid taxes:  Fairfield Gardens lots 27 through 38. 

 

• 1939-7-28:  Henry2 Gensicke as administrator of his father’s estate sold Fairfield Gardens 

lots 10 and 11 to Mary and John Dedrick for $1,500. 
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John Heins Farm 

A sizeable farm located where today’s Edgewood Road bridge crosses a bend in the Cedar River 

was once owned by Lewis Hines and then by John Heins.  It was often referred to as the Hines 

Farm or Heins Farm long after these men no longer owned the farm, although most commonly it 

was known as the John Heins Farm.  This was the third farm that Henry1 Gensicke acquired in 

Linn County. 

 

John Heins died at the end of 1922.  His son, John Heins, Jr., wasn’t in farming.  Rather, he sold 

radios in his store in downtown Cedar Rapids.  John Heins’ wife and son held a public sale in 

February 1923, offering livestock, corn, hay, farm equipment and all the household goods on the 

farm.  They then put the farm up for sale. 

 

 
The John Heins Farm in 1921 
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In late February, the Gensickes sold five lots in Cedar Rapids to John Heins, Jr.  Although the 

specifics of these transactions were not reported, it was about this same time that the Gensickes 

took possession of the John Heins Farm.  I have not found anything that suggests that any 

Gensickes ever lived on this farm.  Rather it appears that they rented out the farm during the 

years that they owned it. 

 

Because of an error in a former deed, the Gensickes bought out Hazel Johnson’s half-interest in 

10 acres of the farm in 1927. 

 

In 1928, the city of Cedar Rapids was considering building a set of boulevards to connect the city’s 

major parks.  Henry1 Gensicke offered free to the city the right of way for a road 100 feet wide 

and 1 ½ miles long on the proposed route from Shaver Park to Ellis Park.  This right of way would 

follow the railroad right of way that followed the Cedar River.  In the end, the city did not take 

Henry1 up on his offer. 

 

 
The John Heins Farm in 1930.  Traveling east along the road on the north side of this Gensicke 

farm, the part of the road where it says Marion RR No. 4 is today’s 42nd Street.  Then it turns 

south on today’s Blue Jay Drive, and then heads east again on today’s Glass Road. 

 

After Henry1 Gensicke died in late 1929, the John Heins Farm became part of the F.H. Gensicke 

Estate.  As administrators of their father’s estate, in 1931 sons Henry2 and Everett Gensicke sold 
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off about 80 acres at the southeast corner of the farm to Robert Larimer and Gustave Shaffer.  

Even with this sale, the John Heins Farm was a still-sizeable 356 acres. 

 

The court ordered the sale of the farm in 1932, but the sale was delayed due to a hearing that 

Hannah Gensicke initiated, after which the sale did not happen.  The estate finally put the farm 

up for sale in 1938.   I have not found any information on when or how the farm was eventually 

sold, and nothing to suggest that the farm was lost to the bank. 

 

 
The John Heins Farm in 1938 
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The F.H. Gensicke Estate puts the John Heins Farm up for sale, Cedar Rapids Gazette, November 

2, 1938 

 

Comment:  As this farm was part of Henry1 Gensicke’s estate, the proceeds of this sale 

would first have been used to pay off the mortgage, any debts and taxes owed on this 

farm.  Any remaining proceeds would have been distributed according to the terms of his 

will, with one third going to Hannah and two thirds divided among their six children. 
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Aerial view of the boundaries of Gensicke-owned land that at various times was part of the John 

Heins Farm (approximate, red lines) 

 

Related news from the Cedar Rapids Gazette Archives: 

 

• 1922-12-31:  John Heins, Sr. dies.  His funeral was held on the Heins Farm three days later. 

 

• 1923-2-23:  John Heins’ widow Elizabeth and son John Jr. hold a public sale, offering 

livestock, corn, hay, farm equipment and all household goods. 

 

• 1923-9-22:  J.C. Cunningham held a farm closing out sale on the John Heins farm, which 

he was apparently renting that year. 
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• 1927-2-16:  Hazel Johnson sells her half interest in 83-7 Section 7, sw ¼ sw ¼ nw ¼ to F.H. 

Gensicke for $1 and valuable considerations.  This was done to correct a former deed. 

 

• 1928-2-15:  The city of Cedar Rapids had a proposal to create a set of boulevards that 

connected all the major parks in town.  F.H. Gensicke offered free to the city right of way 

for a road 100 feet wide and 1 ½ miles long on the proposed route from Shaver Park to 

Ellis Park.  The land lies along the Rock Island railroad right-of-way that follows the east 

side of the Cedar River in sections 7 and 8. 

 

• 1929-2-21:  H.K. Johnson and Charles and Frank Akers, dissolved their partnership, and 

auctioned off their cattle, hogs, sheep, hay, corn, oats and related items (although not 

farm machinery) for more than $9,500.  They had been renting part of the John Heins 

Farm from the Gensickes.  Five days later, Harry Hindman held a public sale to close out 

his own operations on the portion of the farm that he was renting.  Hindman was selling 

less livestock and crops, but his sale included a fair amount of farm equipment. 

 

• 1931-6-15:  Henry2 and Everett Gensicke as administrators of their father’s estate sell 83-

7 Section 7 lot 4 and Section 8 lot 1 to Robert Larimer and Gustave Shaffer for $1 and 

valuable consideration.  This transaction covered the southeast 80 acres of the John Heins 

Farm. 

 

• 1932-7-18:  Henry2 and Everett Gensicke as administrators of their father’s estate 

published notice of a public auction of the 356-acre John Heins Farm scheduled for July 

28.  This was a court-ordered sale.  The sale was put on hold when Hannah Gensicke went 

to court to ensure that she would be protected in the event that the sale did not raise 

enough money to cover the existing mortgage as the farm was not in her name. 

 

• 1938-11-02:  Henry2 Gensicke as administrator of his father’s estate put the 356-acre John 

Heins Farm in order to close out his father’s estate. 
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Bear Farm 

William Bear’s Bear Farm included about 62 acres that straddled C St SW on the north side of 

today’s Wilson Avenue and another 43 acres that extended south of Wilson Avenue at its 

intersection with C Street.  Here he established the Cedar Heights Dairy, well-known as a model 

dairy for its modern facilities and operations, including the introduction of milking machines.   

 

 
Headlines from a story about a Bear Farm open house, Cedar Rapids Gazette, June 26, 1915 
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The Bear Farm, 1921.  The main house and dairy barn were located at the red arrow. 

 

In 1913, a windstorm blew down two new silos, and in 1916, fire destroyed most of the dairy 

operations buildings on the farm.  But Bear rebuilt, and he continued his dairy operation until he 

sold the farm in 1923.  The area south of today’s Wilson Avenue was sold to an unknown party.  

Today, that part of the farm is now home to a small neighborhood along Fruitland Boulevard SW, 

just east of Jones Memorial Park.   

 

The area that straddled C Street was sold to C.W. Biggs.  Biggs turned around and sold his part of 

Bear Farm to George Barnoska, Sr. that same year.  Barnoska held onto the farm for only a year 
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when he sold it to Home Realty Company, which proposed dividing it into residential lots.  But in 

June 1926, Home Realty sold Bear Farm to Henry1 Gensicke.  Home Realty reportedly had 

purchased the farm in a deal worth $60,000.  It is not known what the total Gensicke deal was 

worth, but it included a mortgage of only $4,000. 

 

 
C.W. Biggs puts Bear Farm up for sale, Cedar Rapids Gazette, September 29, 1923 

 

Henry1 and Hannah’s son Everett graduated from Iowa State College in 1927 with a degree in 

dairy husbandry.  With son Henry2 managing Sunny Dale Farm and son Eldred managing Fairfield 

Farm, Everett took over management of the dairy operations at Bear Farm.   
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Everett Gensicke’s senior year Iowa State College yearbook entry 

 

Although the Gensickes continued to own the Gensicke retirement residence on today’s Wilson 

Avenue into the 1930s, Henry1 and Hannah moved onto Bear Farm with Everett.  And it was here 

where Henry1 committed suicide in December 1929. 

 

Like the John Heins Farm, the Bear Farm became part of the F.H. Gensicke Estate.  Some Bear 

Farm land was sold off, and was in the possession of “Home Ltr”.  The court ordered the sale of 

the remaining 35 acres in 1932, but the sale was delayed due to a hearing that Hannah Gensicke 

initiated, after which the sale did not happen.  The estate finally sold its remaining portion of 

Bear Farm in 1938 to Franklin Bedell for $7,250. 

 

Comment:  Between this $7,250 sale price and the Gensickes’ $4,000 mortgage in 1926, 

and I’m more than a little skeptical that Home Realty actually purchased Bear Farm in a 

$60,000 deal in 1924.  

 

 
The F.H. Gensicke Estate sells the Bear Farm, Cedar Rapids Gazette, October 27, 1938 
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Comment:  As with the Heins farm, because this farm was part of Henry1 Gensicke’s estate, 

the proceeds of this sale would first have been used to pay off the mortgage, any debts 

and taxes owed on this farm.  Any remaining proceeds would have been distributed 

according to the terms of his will, with one third going to Hannah and two thirds divided 

among their six children. 

 

 
The Bear Farm was reduced to less than 40 acres before it was finally sold off.   
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Aerial view of what were the two portions of Bear Farm (approximate, red lines); the Gensickes 

purchased the upper portion in 1926; the barn still stands in 2023 (red arrow);  Tanager Place 

and housing fill the land today, Google Satellite, 2023 
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Bear Farm, late 1920s 

 

 
The Bear Farm house.  The barn would be off to the right. 
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The Bear Farm dairy barn had stall room for 75 head of cattle.  As of 2023, this barn still stands 

and can be seen on the grounds of Tanager Place, 2309 C Street SW. 

 

 
The Bear Farm barn was later the subject of “Tanager Place Barn”, a painting by P. Buckley 

Moss 

 

Related news from the Cedar Rapids Gazette Archives: 

 

• 1913-08-11:  A windstorm blows down two new modern silos and about 25 trees on the 

Bear Farm, a modern dairy farm then owned by William Bear. 
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• 1916-08-11:  Fire destroys most of the dairy operation buildings on the Bear Farm, 

including the main barn, two horse barns, two granaries, two silos and a hog pen.  The 

fire also killed four of the farm’s 50 head of cattle.  Only the residence, the milk house 

and one outbuilding were saved, although the milk house was damage.  The fire started 

during the installation of a new mechanical dairy milking system. 

 

• 1923-9-29:  C.W. Biggs puts the Bear Farm up for sale.  In the ad, he says that he recently 

purchased the farm from William Bear.  He describes the farm as having 62 acres and a 

dairy barn capable of housing 75 head of cattle. 

 

• 1923-10-2:  C.W. Biggs sold the Bear Dairy Farm to George Barnoska, Sr. 

 

• 1924-4-8:  George Barnoska offers the city a ravine on the Bear Farm as a place to dump 

tin cans and other rubbish, as Barnoska wants to fill up that ravine. 

 

• 1924-9-22:  George Barnoska sells 62 ½ acres of Bear Farm located near the site of a 

proposed Woodrow Wilson Junior High School to the Home Realty Company, which plans 

to divide it into residential lots.  Home Realty paid for this with cash and four new houses 

on Country Club Drive, with a combined value of $60,000. 

 

• 1926-6-2:  Home Realty sells Gov Lot 3 and part of 83-7 Section 34, e ½ se ¼ nw ¼ to F.H. 

Gensicke for $1 and valuable consideration including a $4,000 mortgage.  This is the Bear 

Farm that Home Realty bought in 1924.  The Gensickes purchased the Bear Farm at about 

the same time that their son Everett graduated from Iowa State College with a degree in 

dairy husbandry.  Everett would manage the Bear Farm for the next several years. 

 

• 1928-2-15:  F.H. Gensicke offers to give the city of Cedar Rapids 10 acres of the Bear Farm 

if the city buys another 25 acres at his price, where the price would be a little more per 

acre than the city paid for improvements on a 77-acre lot given to the city by someone 

else the previous fall.  Gensicke says his lot is “something of much more value”.  The land 

includes the house and barn, but Gensicke would keep the contents of the barn, as well 

as the silo, poultry house and shed. 

 

• 1928-11-26:  City council members, several members of the zoning commission, offers of 

South Side civic clubs and others visited a handful of proposed sites for a new southside 

park.  However, this team only briefly stopped at the Bear Farm for only a few minutes, 

giving it a “passing glance”.  Said C.T. Baugman, a city planning consultant brought in from 

St. Louis, the Gensicke lot would “seem to have little value as a park” because it has no 

streams and little timber, and the building (house) could not be adapted for park use. 
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• 1932-7-18:  Henry2 and Everett Gensicke as administrators of their father’s estate 

published notice of a public auction of the now 35-acre Bear Farm scheduled for July 28.  

This was a court-ordered sale.  The sale was put on hold when Hannah Gensicke went to 

court to ensure that she would be protected in the event that the sale did not raise 

enough money to cover the existing mortgage as the farm was not in her name. 

 

• 1938-10-27:  Henry2 Gensicke as administrator of his father’s estate sold what remained 

of the Bear Farm to Franklin Bedell, a dairyman, for $7,250.  This ended 12 years of 

Gensicke ownership of the Bear Farm.  Today the land is home to Tanager Place, a 

children’s human services agency. 
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Town Lots 

Henry1 Gensicke bought and sold a number of lots in Cedar Rapids.  The first took place while the 

Gensickes still lived in Benton County, but most of the known deals occurred after he retired from 

active farming.  I have not come across anything that suggests that the Gensickes developed or 

rented out any of these properties. 

 

• 1901-6-3:  F.H. and Hannah Gensicke sell Hull’s 4th Addition, Block 41, Lot 7 to F. Mach for 

$1,600.  (100 F Ave NW, middle of the block, now empty due to 2008 flood) 

 

• 1917-4-30:  Wesley Bishop and his wife sell Green & College Addition, Block 7, Lot 1 to 

F.H. Gensicke for $1 and valuable consideration.  (1327 C Ave NE, corner lot, now a parking 

lot) 

 

• 1919-03-24:  F.H. and Hannah Gensicke sell Green & College Addition, Block 7, Lot 1 to 

Allen McDonnell for $1 and valuable consideration.  (1327 C Ave NE, corner lot) 

 

• 1922-10-19:  John and Mary Stechom sell Bevers 1 Addition, Block 1 Lot 4 nw ½ to F.H. 

Gensicke for $1 and valuable consideration.  (615 6th Ave SE, now site of the downtown 

post office) 

 

• 1923-2-28:  F.H. and Hannah Gensicke sell Anderson and Buchanan’s Addition, Block 9, 

parts of Lot 1 and Lot 2 to John Heins, Jr. for $1 and valuable consideration, including a 

$1,800 mortgage.  (2202 J St SW) 

 

• 1923-2-28:  F.H. and Hannah Gensicke sell Bevers 1 Addition, Block 1, Lot 4 nw ½  to John 

Heins, Jr. for $1 and valuable consideration.  (615 6th Ave SE) 

 

• 1923-2-28:  F.H. and Hannah Gensicke sell College Park Addition, Block 1, Lot 1 and Lot 2  

to John Heins, Jr. for $1 and valuable consideration, including a $1,600 mortgage.  (now 

under I-380 just north of I Ave NE) 

 

• 1925-4-21:  F.H. Gensicke sells 83-7 Section 29, e ½ nw ¼ Lot 11 of the Mansfields Re-

survey to the Cedar Rapids School District for $15,000.  (approx. site of Roosevelt School, 

300 13th St NW) 

 

• 1926-3-3:  Emma Thomas and husband sell Mansfields 2 Addition, Block 17, Lot 7 ne 40 

feet to F.H. Gensicke for $1 and valuable consideration.  (NE corner of 7th Ave SW and 3rd 

St SW, now empty due to 2008 flood) 
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• 1927-3-2:  Jack Benzinger and his wife sell Bever Park 1 Addition, Block 12, e 20 feet of 

Lot 10 and the w 20 feet of Lot 11 to F.H. Gensicke for $1 and valuable consideration, 

including a $3,250 mortgage.  (1434, 1436 Bever Ave SE) 

 

• 1929-10-31:  F.H. Gensicke and Virgil M. Lacock signed a contract for a land deal between 

the two men.  Lacock agreed to deed 631 acres of land in Fallon County in eastern 

Montana to Gensicke; in exchange, Gensicke would deed two properties in northeast 

Cedar Rapids to Lacock and also pay Lacock $3500.  A year later, this deal became the 

basis of an eight-year legal battle between the estates of Gensicke and Lacock, who both 

died before fulfilling the terms of the contract.  (NE Cedar Rapids properties are not 

known) 

 

• 1934-5-18:  After a judgment against the Gensickes, Henry2 and Everett Gensicke as 

administrators of the F.H. Gensicke Estate and Hannah Gensicke transferred Park View 

Addition Block 2 Lot 29 to Perpetual Savings and Loan in consideration of canceling their 

note and mortgage on the property.  (possibly actually Park View 2 Addition, lot 29, 3121 

Ridgemore Dr SE) 
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The Gensicke-Lacock Land Deal and Subsequent Legal Action 

On October 31, 1929, F.H. Gensicke and Virgil M. Lacock signed a contract for a land deal between 

the two men.  Lacock agreed to deed 631 acres of land in Fallon County in eastern Montana to 

Gensicke; in exchange, Gensicke would deed two properties in northeast Cedar Rapids to Lacock 

and also pay Lacock $3500.   

 

About a month later, Gensicke transferred ownership of Fairfield Farm into wife Hannah’s name.  

Then on December 14, Gensicke killed himself. 

 

At the time of his death, Gensicke had already deeded the two Cedar Rapids properties over to 

Lacock, but he had not paid Lacock the $3500, so Lacock had not yet deeded the Montana land 

over to Gensicke. 

 

In 1930, Lacock initiated legal action against the F.H. Gensicke Estate to get the $3500.  The case 

was scheduled for court on September 30, 1930, but on September 21, Lacock died of a stroke at 

age 49.  His wife Lucy was the executor of his estate, and chose to continue the legal action. 

 

The Gensicke Estate filed a counterclaim against the Lacock Estate.  The Gensickes argued that 

F.H. Gensicke was mentally incompetent before October 1929 (likely as evidenced by his 

subsequent suicide), that Lacock had represented the value of the Montana land at $10/acre, 

whereas it was worth only $2/acre, and that the Montana land had never been deeded over to 

F.H. Gensicke.  The Lacock Estate did recently offer to deed the Montana land over the Gensicke 

Estate, but that offer was refused.  The Gensicke Estate asked that the $3500 promissory note be 

set aside, and instead that the Lacock Estate pay $5000 for the two town properties that had 

already been deeded over to Lacock. 

 

The case went to court in December.  It was especially tough for Hannah Gensicke, who became 

hysterical on the stand under cross-examination, resulting in a short recess.  The jury deliberated 

for 90 minutes before deciding in favor of the Lacock Estate.  Attorneys for the F.H. Gensicke 

Estate then announced plans to appeal the verdict. 

 

Appeals apparently made it up to the Iowa State Supreme Court, but the Lacock Estate won those 

cases, too.  By now, the courts had increased the original $3500 claim to $4,467.  Unable to collect 

this from the F.H. Gensicke Estate, the Lacock Estate went to court in December 1934 seeking to 

undo the transfer of Fairfield Farm ownership to Hannah Gensicke.  In July 1938, the district court 

dismissed the Lacock Estate action.  This was the last published article I found about this case. 

 

I have not found any evidence that the Gensickes ever paid the $3,500 (or $4,467) or that they 

ever received title to the Montana land. 
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A description of the land and an account of the trial in a Fallon County, Montana newspaper, 

Fallon County Times, December 18, 1930 
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Fallon County is in eastern Montana.  The Montana land the Lacock had agreed to sell to Gensicke 

was located on the western boundary of the county. 

 

 
The land basically included all of Section 31. 
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The land is 2-3 miles south of today’s Highway US 12. 

 

 
The view south from Highway US 12 
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Westdale Mall 

In 1972, the Midwest Development Company sought to have land southwest of the intersection 

of Highway 149 (Williams Boulevard) and Edgewood Road SW rezoned in order to construct a 

large shopping mall.  After some planning and construction delays, Westdale Mall opened on the 

site in October 1979. 

 

Eighty acres of this land was known as the Bunger 80 when Henry1 Gensicke bought it in 1903.  It 

became the portion of the Gensickes’ Fairfield Farm that was west of today’s Edgewood Road.  

The houses, barns and outbuildings that had survived from when the Gensickes lived here soon 

made way for the mall, parking lots and adjacent restaurants and retail. 

 

The Cedar Rapids Gazette published a number of stories about progress on developing the mall, 

some of which were accompanied with aerial photos of the site.  The two farms that were 

combined into Fairfield Farm each had a homestead with outbuildings.  The Gensickes lived in 

the farmstead house on the east side of the road, across from what became the mall site.  The 

photos show the final years of those homesteads. 

 

 
The Gazette outlined the construction site on this map viewing it from the northeast.  The green 

arrow shows the west homestead site, including what was probably left of the family’s apple 

orchard.  The red arrow shows the east homestead site where the Gensickes lived, first Henry1 

and Hannah Gensicke with their three youngest children and then son Eldred and his family 

after he took over management of Fairfield Farm.  Cedar Rapids Gazette, November 28, 1974 
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Viewed from the southwest, the mall construction site has been cleared, but the east homestead 

site is generally still intact (red arrow).  The orange arrow marks the approximate location 

where the Gensicke retirement residence was built on 23rd (Wilson) Avenue on land that was 

once part of the farm.  Cedar Rapids Gazette, September 2, 1976 
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Viewed from the northeast, the mall begins to take shape across Edgewood Road from the east 

homestead site.  Cedar Rapids Gazette, July 23, 1978 

 



The Gensicke Farms, Linn County, Iowa  54 

 
Viewed from the southwest, work on the mall progresses.  Cedar Rapids Gazette, October 22, 

1978 
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Viewed from above (north is to the right), Westdale Mall is just a few days away from opening.  

Part of the east homestead site still stands.  Cedar Rapids Gazette, September 30, 1979 – 

Westdale Mall opened on October 4, 1979 
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J.C. Penney announces its plans for a store at Westdale Mall.  According to Esther Gensicke 

Wasson who was raised on Fairfield Farm, the store sits where their apple orchard once stood.  

Cedar Rapids Gazette, August 22, 1977 

 

 
View across Edgewood Road in 1993 of where the Gensickes’ apple orchard once stood. 
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By June 1993, these were the only surviving farm structures from when the Gensickes lived here. 

 

 
Where the heart of the Gensickes’ Fairfield Farm once stood as seen in 2010 
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